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Three World Champions L to R 
2012 Japan Jack McLeod (NSW) 
2014 USA  Jack Besley (Vic) 
2016 Denmark  Lydia Ingman 
(Eng) 
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Captains Report- Australian Deaf Golf Championships Wollongong 
2017. 23rd-25th April 
Fifteen golfers (11 men, 4 ladies) from Victoria participated in the 
championships which is a fantastic turn out for us!   
The course was quite a challenge over the 3 days. Special thank you to the 
ground staff at Wollongong Golf Club for having the course in immaculate 
conditions for the championships.  
We were blessed with some fantastic weather with warm days and virtually 
no wind apart from the final day when the wind kicked up and the course 
showed its teeth to many of the competitors. Such was the warm 
temperatures, some golfers decided to go for a swim in the surf next to the 
golf course after their round!!  
A key critique that gets associated with the Australia Deaf Championships is 
the pace of play. This year, the pace was far better than any previous 
championships so well done to all for keeping the play moving along. 
Congratulations to Jack Mcleod from NSW for winning his 3rd National 
Men’s Championship by 7 shots. An impressive 1 under 69 on the tough final 
day was far too good for the rest of the field. 
Congratulations to Paul Filleul from WA for winning the Men’s Nett 
Championship. Special mention to Barry Engelsman for taking out 2nd place 
in the same category.   
 Congratulations to Ladies World Champion Lydia Ingman from England for 
winning the Ladies National Championship by 1 shot! Her win is even more 
impressive considering she has been travelling around Australia on holidays 
for 2 months and not having touched a club during that time! Special 
mention to Linda Marchesi for taking out 2nd place. Well done.  
Congratulations to Jane Read from NSW for winning the Ladies Nett 
Championship. 
Congratulations to Robert Bowler from NSW for winning the Seniors 
Championship. 
 Congratulations to Team NSW for taking out the Men’s team event by 68 
shots over Victoria. Again, they showed us they are a much more superior 
team by having 4 players finish in the top 6! 
Congratulations again to team NSW for winning the Ladies team event by 
16 shots over Victoria. Jeez NSW are strong aye!!  
Thank you to Deaf Golf NSW for the countless hours in organising the event.   
Lastly, special thank you to Golf Victoria for organising a shirt for each of 

the Victorian players. They looked very sleek on us all! Everyone had a 

fantastic time and it is always great to catch up with old friends and make 

new friends. It was a pleasure to be captain of the strong and young 

Victorian team. 

  
                 Captain Jack of HMAS Deaf Golf Victoria 
 

Congratulations a hole in one from DGV to 

Tony Klimek (WA) on the 17th perhaps the hardest par 

3 on the course. The first hole in one at DGA 

Championships since 2004 and the second ever! Well 

done Tony. 

 Life Membership of DGA was 

awarded                
 to Gavin Balharrie. Congratulations Gavin    
well deserved recognition for your tireless 
hard work over the years for the Deafgolf 
community.                                                                   
 


